AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



Please amend the claims as indicated below. 



1. 



(Currently Amended) 



A compositio n An o l octrocoat material compris i ng 



bismuth compounds, furth e r comprising 

(A) at least one self cross l ink i ng and/or oxtorna ll y cross l ink i ng binder containing 



at least one group that is a potentially cationic group, a cationic group, a 

potentially anionic group, or an anionic groups^ and 

one or more reactive functional groups which undergo thermal crosslinking 

reactions 



in tho self cro s s l ink i ng binder, or 

(«} i n tho case of tho oxtorna ll y cross l inking binder, w i th complementary 

roactivo funct i onal groups prooont in crosslink i ng agonto (B) 
arc able to undergo therma l cross l inking react i ons , 

(B) i f dos i rod, at l oost one cross l ink i ng agont compr i sing tho complementary roactivo 
funct i ona l groups, and 

(C) a_bismuth subsalicylate compound having an ef empirical formula of C7H5O4BL 

2. (Currently Amended) The composition mator i al as c l a i med in of claim 1 , 
wherein the bismuth subsalicylate (C) is water-insoluble and/or pulverulent. 

3. (Currently Amended) The composition material as cla i mod i n o i thcr of 
claims 1-ef-2, wherein the bismuth subsalicylate (C) has a bismuth content of from 56.5 
to 60% by weight. 

4. (Currently Amended) The mnt p .r i n l as etetmed in anycomposition of claims 
1^e-3, comprising, based on its solids, from 0.05 to 5% by weight of bismuth 
subsalicylate (C). 




w i th thomso l vos or with comp l ementary reactive funct i onal groups 
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5. (Currently Amended) The materia l as c l aimod in an v composition of claims 
14e-4, wherein the binder (A) contains (pot e nt i al l y ) comprises cationic groups. 

6. (Currently Amended) The mat e r i a l as c l aim e d in any composition of claims 
14e-§, wherein the one or more reactive functional groups of binder (A) comprise -afe 
hydroxy I groups. 

7. (Currently Amended) The materia l as cla i mod i n any composition of claims 
13 1 to 6 , wherein the self crosslinkinq binder comprises comp le m e ntary roact i vo 
funct i ona l groups ar e blocked isocyanate groups. 

8. (Currently Amended) The composition matorial as cla i mod in any of claims 
1 to 7 14, wherein the at least one crosslinkinq agents (B)-afe -comprises a blocked 
polyisocyanates. 

9. (Currently Amended) The composition matorial as claimod in any of claims 
1-te-8, further comprising at least one additive (D). 

1 0. (Currently Amended) The matoria l as cla i mod i n composition of claim 9, 
wherein the additive (D) 4 scomprises a pigment. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) The mater i a l a s cla i m o d i n composition of claim 1 0, 
wherein the at least one additiv o p i gmcnts (D) comprise pigments are-selected from 
the group consisting of color pigments, effect pigments, electrically conductive 
pigments, magnetically shielding pigments, fluorescent pigments, extender pigments, 
at^d-anticorrosion pigments, organic pigments. afreHnorgani c pigments, and mixtures 
comprising at least one of the foregoing . 

12. (Currently Amended) A method of coating a surface, comprising applying 
the composition of claim 1 to the surface to create a coated surface and applying 
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another coating to the coated surface before the applied composition is cured Th e use 
0 f an e l e ctrocoat mat e rial as c l a i m e d in any of claims 1 to 11 for producing electrocoats 
and/or mu l t i coat pa i nt systems by w e t - on - w e t t e chniqu e s . 

1 3. (New) The electrocoat material of claim 1 wherein the at least one binder is self 
crosslinking. 

14. (New) The electrocoat material of claim 1 further comprising 

at least one crosslinking agent comprising complementary reactive functional groups 
reactive with the reactive functional groups of the at least one binder (A). 

1 5. (New) The electrocoat material of claim 14 wherein the at least one binder (A) 
comprises at least one self crosslinking binder and at least one externally crosslinking 
binder. 
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